
LAUNCH AGENDA

Time:

Date:

Location:

 

 

Contact:

11:00 AM

Monday October 7

Covenant House

600 Shrewsbury St # 1,

Charleston, WV 25301

jennifer@ourfuturewv.org

11:00- Welcome and Introduction 

-Jennifer Wells & Tricia Kingery

11:05- Speakers:

Ellen Allen

Jamie Middlebrook

Katonya Hart

Sam Hickman

George Gannon

Andrea Tyree

Yvonne Lee

11:25- Social Media & Census Pledge

11:30- Q&A

 

 



WV Statewide Census Coalition Launches 
Awareness Campaign on Monday 
For Immediate Release 
 
CountMeInWV Coalition: ​Jennifer Wells​, 304.617.9591 

WV Statewide Census Coalition Launches Awareness Campaign on Monday 

Charleston, WV – The 2020 United States Census is just around the corner, and a statewide coalition of 
community-based, professional, service and advocacy organizations is launching a grassroots campaign to 
ensure that every West Virginia is counted. 

The CountMeInWV Coalition, currently 25+ organizations and growing, is hosting a press event to officially 
launch its outreach, education and awareness campaign at 11:00AM on Monday, October 7 at Covenant 
House in Charleston. 

The CountMeInWV Coalition was formed to reach West Virginia’s hardest-to-count populations: rural, 
seniors, communities of color, college students and families with children under five years old. Data from the 
US Census determines the allocation of over $6 billion of federal investment in West Virginia every year, and 
getting a complete and accurate count of the population is vital to ensure these funds go to those who need 
them. 

The event will highlight the coalition’s message that the 2020 Census is easy, safe and vitally important to 
West Virginians. A number of community leaders and coalition partners including West Virginia Healthy Kids 
and Families Coalition, KidsCount, WV State NAACP, Covenant House, US Census Bureau, WVSU Social Work 
Department, and others are slated to speak to the importance of the 2020 Census. 

“This Coalition is vital because it’s going to take all of us to make sure West Virginia counts in the 2020 
Census,” explained Jennifer Wells, Executive Director of West Virginia Healthy Kids and Families Coalition. 
“With partners and friends who have been on the ground across the state for years, we will center 
communities and community leaders in getting the count out so they can receive the resources we all need to 
grow.” 

The Coalition wants to spread the word that taking the 2020 Census is Easy, Safe, and Important. 

Easy: This Census will consist of 10 questions, and take an average of 10 minutes to complete. 

Safe: The information gathered is protected by federal law, and information on specific individuals or 
households cannot be made available to other agencies or authorities. 

Important: West Virginia receives $2,755 in federal funding per capita based on Census information. In 
addition to this funding which provides healthcare, education, food, and roads for the citizens, our 
Congressional Districts and number of Representatives rely on the data collected this year. 

“An accurate Census count, which guides billions of dollars in federal funds into our communities each year, 
must be a top priority,” said Kelly Allen, Director of Policy Engagement with the West Virginia Center on 
Budget and Policy. “This coalition was formed out of the imperative need to count every West Virginian, and 
we hope that others will join us and that state policymakers will see the importance in funding Census 
outreach efforts. “ 
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For further information: 

REPORT

The Counting for Dollars 2020 Project aims to understand 1) the extent to which the federal government 
will rely on data from the 2020 Census to guide the distribution of federal funding to states, localities, and 
households across the nation and 2) the impact of the accuracy of the 2020 Census on the fair, equitable 
distribution of these funds. 

WEST VIRGINIA
In FY2016, West Virginia received

$6,760,055,573                            
through 55 federal spending programs 
guided by data derived from the 2010 Census.

The project has analyzed spending by state for 55 federal programs 
($883,094,826,042 in FY2016). Three types of programs are analyzed:

• Domestic financial assistance programs provide financial assistance — including direct 
payments to individuals, grants, loans, and loan guarantees — to non-federal entities within 
the U.S. — such as individuals and families, state and local governments, companies, and 
nonprofits — in order to fulfill a public purpose.

• Tax credit programs allow a special exclusion, exemption, or deduction from gross income or 
provide a special credit, a preferential rate of tax, or a deferral of tax liability.

• Procurement programs award a portion of Federal prime contract dollars to small businesses 
located in areas selected on the basis of census-derived data.

The four uses of census-derived datasets to geographically allocate 
funding are:

• Define eligibility criteria — that is, identify which organizations or individuals can receive funds.

• Compute formulas that geographically allocate funds to eligible recipients.

• Rank project applications based on priorities (e.g., smaller towns, poorer neighborhoods).

• Set interest rates for federal loan programs.

The two categories of census-derived datasets are:

• Geographic classifications — the characterization (e.g., rural), delineation (e.g., Metropolitan 
Areas), or designation (e.g., Opportunity Zones) of specific geographic areas.

• Variable datasets 

o Annual updates of population and housing variables collected in the Decennial Census.

o Household surveys collecting new data elements (e.g., income, occupation) by using the 
Decennial Census to design representative samples and interpret results. 

Reports of the Counting 
for Dollars 2020 Project: 

 Report #1: Initial Analysis: 16 Large 
Census-guided Financial Assistance 
Programs (August 2017)*

 Report #2: Estimating Fiscal Costs 
of a Census Undercount to States 
(March 2018)*

 Report #3: Role of the Decennial 
Census in Distributing Federal Funds 
to Rural America (December 2018)*

 Report #4: Census-derived Datasets 
Used to Distribute Federal Funds 
(December 2018)

 Report #5: Analysis of 55 Large 
Census-guided Federal Spending 
Programs (forthcoming)*+

 Report #6: An Inventory of 320 
Census-guided Federal Spending 
Programs (forthcoming) 
 
 * Data available by state 
+ Source for this state sheet
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Program Dept. Obligations Program Dept. Obligations

Financial Assistance Programs $6,689,311,938 

Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid) HHS $2,946,031,000 Community Facilities Loans/Grants USDA $24,982,383 

Federal Direct Student Loans ED $766,253,351 Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants ED $19,358,440 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program USDA $499,059,458 Crime Victim Assistance DOJ $12,927,595 

Medicare Suppl. Medical Insurance (Part B) HHS $364,828,937 CDBG Entitlement Grants HUD $6,166,801 

Highway Planning and Construction DOT $472,394,314 Public Housing Capital Fund HUD $8,379,000 

Federal Pell Grant Program ED $191,300,000 
Block Grants for the Prevention and Treatment 
of Substance Abuse

HHS $8,432,680 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers HUD $74,190,000 
Water and Waste Disposal Systems for 
Rural Communities

USDA $29,892,248 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families HHS $110,176,310 Social Services Block Grant HHS $9,142,895 

Very Low to Moderate Income Housing Loans USDA $229,696,497 Rural Rental Assistance Payments USDA $16,840,276 

Title I Grants to LEAs ED $91,804,601 Business and Industry Loans USDA $6,340,000 

State Children's Health Insurance Program HHS $65,439,000 
Career and Technical Education - Basic Grants 
to States

ED $8,428,617 

National School Lunch Program USDA $76,536,000 Homeland Security Grant Program DHS $3,613,665 

Special Education Grants ED $77,835,286 WIOA Dislocated Worker Grants DOL $5,068,810 

Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments Program HUD $62,780,166 HOME HUD $7,824,173 

Federal Transit Formula Grants DOT $18,298,000 State CDBG HUD $12,520,351 

Head Start HHS $66,369,419 WIOA Youth Activities DOL $5,349,299 

WIC USDA $34,834,000 WIOA Adult Activities DOL $4,399,686

Title IV-E Foster Care HHS $48,016,698 Employment Service/Wagner-Peyser DOL $5,746,074 

Health Care Centers HHS $63,723,293 Community Services Block Grant HHS $7,967,538 

School Breakfast Program USDA $40,251,000 
Special Programs for the Aging, Title III, Part C, 
Nutrition Services

HHS $4,833,321 

Rural Electrification Loans and Loan Guarantees USDA $0 Cooperative Extension Service USDA $9,191,218 

Public and Indian Housing HUD $16,190,000 Native Amer. Employment & Training DOL $0 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance HHS $28,876,514 

Child and Adult Care Food Program USDA $16,217,000 Federal Tax Expenditures $60,257,180 

Vocational Rehabilitation Grants to the States ED $32,471,393 Low Income Housing Tax Credit Treas $49,455,511 

Child Care Mandatory and Matching Funds HHS $17,279,000 New Markets Tax Credit Treas $10,801,669 

Unemployment Insurance Administration DOL $13,990,000 

Federal Transit - Capital Investment Grants DOT $0 Federal Procurement Programs $10,486,455

Child Care and Development Block Grant HHS $17,027,000 HUBZones Program SBA $10,486,455

Adoption Assistance HHS $30,038,631 

Prepared by Andrew Reamer, the George Washington Institute of Public Policy, the George Washington University. Spending data analysis provided by Sean Moulton, Open Government 
Program Manager, Project on Government Oversight.  |  January 30, 2019

Note: The sequence of the above programs is consistent with U.S. rank order by program expenditures. (See U.S. sheet in series.)

 Counting for Dollars 2020 publications and spreadsheet with above data available at  
https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-2020-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds

COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020:

WEST VIRGINIA
Allocation of Funds from 55 Large Federal Spending Programs 
Guided by Data Derived from the 2010 Census (Fiscal Year 2016)

Total Program Obligations: $6,760,055,573                    


