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Heather Foster loves West Virginia, public policy, volunteers and national service. Prior to 2014, she coordinated disaster volunteer grant programs and served as statewide Volunteer Services Officer at the American Red Cross. Heather directed community volunteer response initiatives during major disasters including the Derecho, Superstorm Sandy and the 2016 Floods. In 2018, under her leadership, West Virginia launched a Volunteer Center initiative designed to improve local coordination of volunteers and increase support for volunteer managers. She also led the state’s four year rise in AmeriCorps resources (WV currently ranks #1 in the nation for producing AmeriCorps).
 
Heather is an AmeriCorps alumnus, a current member of Leadership West Virginia, and the Vice Chair of the West Virginia Nonprofit Association. She enjoys spending time with her 15-year-old son and volunteering at his school events or near their home on Charleston’s West Side. Heather attended Oberlin College where she majored in finding herself and rugby. Later, she earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology and political science from West Virginia State University.
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